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The relevance of the topic 



is the modern English family discourse in the 

situation of misunderstanding. 

is the structural-semantic and pragma-

discursive characteristics of the implementation 

of misunderstanding in the English family 

discourse.

is to find out the means of implementation 

of misunderstanding as a type of 

interpretation and the factors influencing the 

misunderstanding of the speaker's message 

in the communicative space of the English 

family discourse.
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The methodological basis 



Typology of failures

• fa i l u res caused by
words o f b road
semant ics

• de ic t ics

• homonyms

Example:

HUSBAND: “Have you heard anything of her?”

WIFE: “No, but there is one thing I should not

object to hear about her just now.”

HUSBAND: “One thing? What do you mean,

dear?”

WIFE: “That she had died”

(J .  Le  Fanu,  p .  
75)



Typology of failures

• c o d e

• s i t u a t i o n a l

• c h a r a c t e r o l o g i c a l

Example:

SON: “Actually, Mom, I’m waiting for a friend.”

MOTHER: “Are you talking about your new girlfriend?”

SON: “Oh, God, you misunderstood me. I'm waiting for my buddy”

(M.  Se lby,  p .  78 )



gender -neu t ra l  tac t ics  gender -pre fe ren t ia l  tac t ics  

tac t i c  o f  reques t ing  i n fo rmat ion

Exampl

es:

‘How’s  schoo l  do ing? ’ 
(K .  Lawson ,  p .  16)

‘ Is  i t  t rue? Is  i t  rea l l y  happen ing? ’ 
(N .  Mos tyn ,  p .  68)

tac t i c  o f  mon i to r i ng  

‘He might  s imply  have been sa t is f y ing  
h is  cur ios i t y  abou t  where  I  went  when I  
l e f t  home mos t  days ’ 
(J .  Bowen,  p .  76)



neut ra l -age tac t ics  pre feren t ia l -age tac t ics  

tac t i c  o f  re fusa l

Exampl

es:

‘How awfu l i t wou ld be i f I cou ldn ’ t
read to my bab ies at a l l ’
( I . Ho l laway, p . 160)

tac t i c  o f  reques t  

‘Cou ld  you teach me some o f  your  
moves? ’ 
(B .  Conrad ,  p .  172)





Types of communicative strategies 

Example  o f  rep roach  
tac t i c :

‘Bu t , Mom , you don ’ t
unders tand . Mom , are you even
l is ten ing to m e? Oh, God ’
(R. Cr is to fano, p . 246)

Example  o f  evas ion  
tac t i c :

‘P lease,  L isa ,  go  and f ind  
som eth ing  to  do .  I ’m  busy’ 
(P.  L ive ly,  p .  203)

Example  o f  compass ion  
tac t i c :

‘Oh,  I ’m  so sor ry,  I ’m  so sor ry 
you had to  go  th rough tha t ’ 
(F.  Kass ind ja ,  p .  546)



Conclusions



Thank you for your 

attention!


